
The Sustainability 
Institute



An unbiased, 501 c(3) non-profit 
educational organization
A community improvement resource

We create sustainable homes and communities in 
SC through outreach, education and innovative 

services

The Sustainability Institute –
Who We Are



Where We Work



Sustainability is:

An idea that all 
things are in some 
way connected.
A way of living & 
decision making.
Meeting our needs 
without threatening 
the needs of future 
generations.

Sustainability:
Economic 
Prosperity
Ecological 
Health
Human Well-
being



Energy As A Priority: Buildings

More energy is 
used in South 
Carolina per 
person than in 
31 other states

Buildings use 30%
of total energy in 
U.S.
60% of the total 
electricity
Growing residential 
sector means more 
energy demand

Many of our 
participants pay $300 
per month
Almost forty percent 
of Charleston 
homeowners are 
spending 35% of their 
household income on 
energy costs 



Environmental costs – becoming more 
apparent
SC energy emissions released over 75 
million metric tons of carbon dioxide into 
the air in 2002
Carbon dioxide emissions have increased 
60% since 1990.

Energy as a Priority



OUR FOCUS IS ON A BALANCED APPROACH 
TO

IMPROVING COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY
Economic Prosperity

Ecological Health      
Human Well-Being

What We Do



THE SUSTAINABILITY INSTITUTE

WAS FOUNDED TO

MAKE SUSTAINABILITY REAL

What We Do

WE: Demonstrate

Educate

Inspire



Represents typical 
older home challenges 
in the Lowcountry

Moisture problems 
Termites
Structural problems
Inefficiency
Health issues

The Greenhouse Project



COMFORT
HEALTH
EFFICIENCY
AFFORDABILITY
DURABILITY
EFFICIENT USE OF RESOURCES
MINIMIZE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

Greenhouse Project Goals
To educate the community on sustainable 

living solutions for:



How We Help

Energy 
Conservation 

Program

Energy 
Audits

Training Programs and Services

Green Cities

Initiative

Greener 
Professional 
Development



What Makes a Material 
Sustainable

Initial, maintenance & operating 
costs: The Lower the better
Useful Life: As Long as Possible
Environmental Impact: Positive or 
Minimal
Recyclable: Does it contain recycled 
materials, can it be recycled after 
use?



Checklist Construction Materials

Avoid ozone-depleting chemicals in 
mechanical equipment and insulation
Use durable products and materials
Choose materials with low embodied energy
Buy locally produced building materials
Use products made from recycled materials
Use salvaged building materials when 
possible



Checklist Construction Materials

Minimize use of old-growth timber
Minimize use of pressure-treated 
lumber
Avoid materials that will off-gas 
pollutants
Minimize packaging waste



Results (2003-2007)

Over 1530 People TrainedGrowing Audit & 
Consulting Program

Over $312,100 in Energy 
Costs Saved in Our 

Communities

We Are the Go-to 
Resource for Information 

on Sustainability



Visit www.sustainabilityinstituteSC.org
Join as a member
Participate in trainings
Have an audit conducted on your home or 
office
Think Globally- Act Locally
Use the S.C. Green Building Directory

Be A Part Of The Solution

“One Person, One Step At a Time”

http://www.sustainabilityinstitutesc.org/
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